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Tips for dancing at milongas 

…and other things you may like to know

As more people join our community, it might be helpful to offer some tips on dance floor etiquette. Dance floor disciplines help by creating a comfortable environment in which everyone has space to enjoy their dancing. They also create an overall sense of community on the dance floor.

What’s the most important thing people can do to create a good dance floor? First and foremost: by paying attention to the line of dance. A respectful line of dance is relaxing for everyone, while a chaotic line of dance provokes irritation.

Creating a good line of dance is the responsibility of the leaders. As the floor gets more crowded, leaders have to pay more attention to dancers around them as well as to their partner – to feel the dynamic of the whole floor. Here are some useful do’s and don’ts: 
· Think of the dance floor as a river or a string of beads – move forward down the line of dance when there’s an opening in front of you, and use small rocking/turning steps to dance quietly on a “bead” while you wait for room to move ahead. Pay attention to the flow, so the gaps between couples around the floor are roughly equal.

· Don’t cut across the dance floor and don’t overtake – cutting in front of another couple is like stealing someone else’s parking spot. There’s nothing more annoying for a leader than when another leader comes from out of the blue into the open space in front or to his side. The only time to overtake is if the leader in front of you is utterly stalled.
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Give the leader in front enough room for him to take one small step back into the space he just left. He may want to use this, or he may step back without realizing you’re there.

· Go easy on big boleos, ganchos, volcadas etc. – they’re accidents in the making! Come early or stay late for these, when the dance floor isn’t crowded. 

· Enter the dance floor carefully, into a larger gap in the line of dance. It’s helpful to catch the eye of the leader before you enter in front of a couple, to confirm he’s expecting you. He can pause and make room for you.

· Milongas are not a good place to practice moves – do this at a practica, or go away from the dance floor, off to the side somewhere.
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Some other etiquette tips

Tango takes a lot of focus from both partners, and no one can dance well while talking. On the dance floor, let the dance itself be the conversation.

· In order not to disturb the focus of other dancers, take conversations away from the dance floor. If you want to chat, sit at a table! 

· It’s customary to exchange verbal appreciations during the break between songs and for the first 15 seconds or so of the new song. After that – dance, don’t gab!

How do DJs think about the music for a milonga?

DJs usually organize the music in “tandas” (sets of songs), separated by “cortinas” – musical curtains. A cortina is a short piece of uncharacteristic (non-tango) music. This is to let you know the tanda is finished. It’s like a palate cleanser between courses in a nice restaurant. The cortina is a good time to change partners or take a break.

Each tango tanda contains three or four songs by the same orchestra or group. Vals and milonga tandas may include different orchestras with a similar musical mood. 
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DJs usually construct tandas so the energy develops from one song to the next – a good tanda is like a plate of delicately combined foods. This increases enjoyment as dancers get to develop in response to each orchestra’s unique musical ideas. 

· It’s generally nice to dance a tanda with one partner so they can both find their way into its particular musicality. Dancing a tanda enables partners to get into a groove together.

Also, DJs want the music in one tanda to relate well with the adjacent tanda. This makes for a good musical flow through the evening, with the energy moving from one type of music to the next. DJs often adjust their musical offerings in response to the dancers and the mood of the evening. At the end of an evening of well-constructed tandas, dancers will feel they’ve enjoyed a feast of music.

Note: There are lots of commentaries on the web about dance floor etiquette – for example: http://www.tangoconcepts.com/etiquette.html.


